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BACHELOR OF VISUAL DESIGN
PORTFOLIO GUIDELINES



THE BACHELOR OF VISUAL DESIGN HAS LIMITED PLACES EACH
YEAR AND SELECTION IS VERY COMPETITIVE. ONLY APPLICANTS
WHO PASS THE ENTRY TESTING AND ARE SUCCESSFUL WITH
THEIR PORTFOLIO REVIEW WILL BE OFFERED AN INTERVIEW.

Applicants are required to submit a portfolio which includes a variety of

original, developmental and finished works. As a guideline 10 to 20 original
pieces of work are required. A portfolio may be a collection of electronic files, a
folder, notebook or ring binder; containing a collection of drawings, sketches,
photographs, slides, or any other representation of the individual’s artistic ability,
sensitivities, visual awareness and interests.

Upon review of portfolios applicants may be invited to attend an interview

PORTFOLIO SUBMISSION CHECKLIST:

Copy of your portfolio summary
(attach to your portfolio)

Application Exercises and Written Statement

10 to 20 original pieces presented in an A4 or A3
size folder that show a variety of work. See the
details below

Portfolio work MUST be your own and not copied,
you should include original images if required

Observational work: drawing, painting or collage
done from looking at a still life, figure model/
portrait, or landscape. The work should be
produced as you see it.

Personal work: any art or design that you create on
your own, in a medium and style that demonstrate
your strengths. Such as: still or motion animation,

photography, graphic design, film, video, sculpture, Do not copy cartoons,
or others. This is an opportunity to show your unique comic book characters, or
abilities. singers, or reproduce from

a photograph or others
01
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PRESENTATION OF PORTFOLIO

You can submit either of the following types of portfolio with these criterias.

PORTFOLIO PHYSICAL:

« All pieces (10-20) must be presented in an A4 or A3 size Folder

« Each piece must include your name, CPR, title of work, medium (if submiting a
photo of large work), and date written in English on the back.

+ Any writing must be in English

« Original work no larger than A3

« Well presented. Do not include torn or poorly cared for work.

« Include your most recent work.

+ Include mainly finished or completed works

« Photograph all sides of any 3-dimensional/sculptural work
(do not submit 3-dimensional work.)

PORTFOLIO ON CD/DVD :

o ONE CD/DVD can be submitted and must be have your Full name, CPR
written on it and must be able to be viewed on a Mac computer

All portfolio pieces must be JPEGs and must be in one file folder.

+ Any other documentation must be in a separate file folder on the same CD.
Use the Portfolio Summary to list the title/description, medium, and size of each
artworkinthe CD /DVD portfolio; identify each artwork on the list with the same
number as the JPEG filename.

Check that the files on your CD/ DVD can be opened and viewed on a Mac.

If the reviewers cannot open your CD/ DVD, your portfolio will not be
reviewed and considered.

« A CD/DVD WITH STICK ON LABELS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED or viewed

- PDFs, Powerpoint presentations, Keynote presentations will not be accepted.
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APPLICATION EXERCISES &
WRITTEN STATEMENT

You MUST complete the following exercises and written statement and include them
in your portfolio. This will give us an opportunity to see your most recent work.

SUBMISSION DETAILS:

APPLICATION EXERCISES MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH YOUR PORTFOLIO

The exercises (1 & 2) must be placed in the portfolio. The exercises must be clearly
labelled that they are the required design exercises.

WRITTEN STATEMENT MUST BE SUBMITTED WITH.YOUR APPLICATION

The written statement must be attached to the portfolio summary and placed inside

the front of the portfolio.

The portfolio exercises and written statement must have your name and ID on the

back of submission.

Exercise 1.

On an A4 sheet of paper, create a composition of one corner of a room in your house.
You can draw it using pencil, charcoal, ink or something else. Or you can paint it using
acrylics, oils, or watercolours. Or you can make a collage. The corner you choose should
contain at least 3 pieces of furniture. Be creative as possible.

Exercise 2.

On an A3 sheet cartridge paper, use a fine line pen or pencil and draw an accurate
square of 200mm x 200mm. Divide the square into 100 smaller squares (each small
square = 20mm x 20mm). On this grid, create an interesting abstract composition by
filling the squares of the grid with colours made from coloured paper or paper that
has been painted with colour or paper that has been printed with colour.

You CANNOT colour directly on to the grid but you must cut and paste each piece of
paper that is coloured. Be creative as possible. Please include any sketches that show
your process.

Written statement

Write a 300-word statement that tells us about you: what makes you who you are,
what interesting experiences you have had and your future goals.
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Helpful Hints

« Make sure your portfolio is clean and organized.

« The organization of your portfolio will also represent you and your way of
thinking.

« Protect your work, but make sure the package you select is easy to handle
and does not interfere with the viewing of the artwork.

 Drawings that have been rolled up will not be reviewed

« No loose sheets of paper

Design projects and computer-generated images are not recommended for
inclusion in Visual Design portfolios. However, applicants that do submit this
work should be careful that it is not about what a computer program can do
but what an artist can do with a computer program. It is recommended that
this type of work be kept to a minimum and is submitted in conjunction with
drawing, painting, and/or sculpture.

« No more than 2 computer generated pieces

+ No more than 3 photographs

« Please do not include pieces directly copied from photocopies

All computer generated work will be evaluated on artistic merit and not from
the manipulation of software.

When deciding which pieces to include in a portfolio, the advice and
suggestions of others can be helpful. However, it is important that the applicant
makes the final decision and submits a portfolio that best represents his/her
ideas, issues, and work that the applicant would like considered in the review
process.

It is important to submit work that demonstrates an applicant’s strength.
Submitting work simply to show a range of mediums (such as one charcoal, one
pastel, one watercolor, etc) is not recommended if it does not show quality.

IMPORTANT: If your portfolio does not meet the above criteria it will
not be reviewed and no correspondence will be entered into.



TIPS FOR SHOOTING DIGITAL IMAGES OF YOUR
WORK TOO LARGE TO FIT IN YOUR PORTFOLIO :

Use a digital camera of no less than 3.2 megapixels; 4.0 to 6.0 MP cameras are even better.
Make sure that the artwork is squared in viewfinder, well-lit, and in focus. It is important
that colour and exposure of your artwork is represented accurately, so be sure to set the
proper camera exposure and “White Balance” for the lighting conditions (consult your
camera manual). It is also important to eliminate distracting backgrounds by filling the
viewfinder as much as possible with the artwork (but do not crop the artwork) and by
using a neutral cloth or wall; if these cannot be controlled, then you are encouraged to
carefully crop out the distracting backgrounds in a photo editing program. Accurate and

simple representations of your artworks are most important.

IMPORTANT
DATES:

Portfolio return Policy:
Although every precaution
is taken to protect
portfolios, the Bahrain
Polytechnic cannot be
responsible for loss or
damage of portfolio works
either in transit or on
campus for review.
Applicants must arrange
to pickup their portfolio’s
or have them returned via
prepaid courier.

Pick up dates

1- 14 September 2015
Any portfolio not collected
by 2nd October 2015 will
be disposed of.
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*CURRENT
POLYTECHNIC
STUDENTS

PORTFOLIO DUE:
Building 8

Registry Office
*4 June 2015 2pm

Portfolio Review
7 - 11th June 2015

If successful in Portfolio
Review you will be invited
to attend an interview

10 - 18th June 2015

an offer of place will depend
on applicant being successful
in portfolio and interview and
fulfilling Bahrain Polytechnic
entry requirements

Portfolios submitted
after 2pm on submission
date will not be accepted.

*OPEN ENTRY
APPLICANTS

PORTFOLIO DUE:
Building 8

Regqistry Office
*4 June 2015 2pm

Portfolio Review
7 - 11th June 2015

If successful in Portfolio
Review you will be invited
to attend an interview

10 - 18th June 2015

an offer of place will depend
on applicant being successful
in portfolio and interview and
fulfilling Bahrain Polytechnic
entry requirements

Portfolios submitted
after 2pm on submission
date will not be accepted.
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